
WELCOME TO SCATICO 
An introductory guide for first-year staff 

ABOUT CAMP SCATICO 
Camp Scatico was founded in 1921 by brothers Jack and Nat Holman and has been run by the family since 
then. It is a “Brother/Sister” camp having separate facilities for boys and girls on a single property. The 
275-acre campus is situated on two lakes in New York State, two hours north of New York City. 

ABOUT THE LOCAL AREA 
The scenic Hudson River and the Catskill and Berkshire Mountains are all within an hour’s drive of camp. 
New York City is 100 miles to the south; Albany, the capital of New York State, is an hour to the north; 
and Boston is four hours to the east.  Nearby local attractions include historic mansions in the Hudson 
Valley, the Saratoga Performing Arts Center, and numerous places to go hiking. 

GETTING TO CAMP 
Camp will provide transportation from New York City to camp. More detailed information is provided in a 
separate document, including arrival dates and times and meeting points. Driving directions can be found 
on the camp web site: www.scatico.com. 

WHAT TO PACK 
Please refer to the separate document of What to Pack, which includes our dress code, offers some 
suggestions, and lists items that are prohibited if you are living in a cabin with children. Over the years, 
counselors have added other packing suggestions, which are optional, such as outfits for such special 
events as 4th of July (red, white & blue) and Green & Grey t-shirts for special events. Many of these items 
can be purchased locally and inexpensively. 

CAMP CONTACT INFORMATION  
Camp Scatico  tel:   845-756-4040 
1558 Route 19  fax: 845-756-2298 
PO Box 6 e-mail:  info@scatico.com 
Elizaville, NY 12523 

PROGRAM AND TIME SCHEDULE 
Scatico’s head counselors prepare the structured program with input from counselors and campers.  We are 
eager to use the abilities and interests of staff and welcome the efforts of all to improve camp procedures 
and program.  A basic time schedule follows: 

8:00 Reveille 1:30-2:15 Rest Hour 
8:30 Breakfast 2:15-5:00 Afternoon Activities 
9:00 Clean-Up 6:00 Dinner 
10:00-12:30 Morning Activities 6:30 Free Time 
1:00 Lunch 7:30 Evening Activity 



DAY-TO-DAY CAMP LIFE 
Unlike living at college or working at a job, a counselor’s behavior at camp affects a group of impressionable 
children. For this reason, our standards of behavior are extremely high. These standards will impinge upon 
personal freedom considerably.  Please read the restrictions/ regulations on your contract.  If you feel these 
restrictions impose too great a hardship, it is suggested that you withdraw in advance of the summer rather than 
suffering from observing, or not observing, our regulations. 

ABOUT WORKING WITH CHILDREN--CAMP’S PHILOSOPHY 
Most camps claim to do the same things -- bring about a favorable change in the skills, attitudes, and 
behavior of their campers. We try to run a camp in which youngsters are not exposed to pressures that they 
cannot handle; whether these pressures are competitive (in which there is an overemphasis on winning 
rather than the game); or personal (in which a counselor creates a tense bunk environment by setting 
unreasonable expectations for camper behavior).  

This does not mean an abdication of leadership, where children do what they want to do when they want to 
do it.  Far from it.  We believe most children benefit from a structured program with reasonable goals and 
responsibilities in a fun atmosphere, and the counselor’s role is to provide sensitive direction. 

AN ALPHABETICAL LIST OF OTHER USEFUL INFORMATION 
Cabins/bunks:  At camp everyone sleeps in cabins. Camper cabins vary in size from small (sleeping 11) to large 

(sleeping 25).  Each cabin is complete with beds, night stands, shelving, and a bathroom (with showers, 
sinks, and toilets). The camper-to-counselor ratio in cabins is approximately 4-to-1. Support staff do not 
sleep with campers.  

Credit Cards:   Bring a credit card that is accepted in the U.S., which will be required to make any personal 
Internet reservations or purchases, and it will make travel in the U.S. much easier. 

Hiring A Car:  Most American car rental companies require the renter to be at least 25 years of age.  Also 
required are a credit card (make sure your credit card is accepted in the US), an International Driver’s 
License, and a passport.   

Internet:  There is internet and wifi in designated areas to be used during time off. 

Laundry:  Staff receive a stipend each week to do their laundry.  

Mail:  Staff receive mail daily (except Sundays).  Outgoing mail can be dropped off at the main office or at the 
Head Counselor cabins, but there is also a Post Office within walking distance of camp. 

Money:  Money goes fast.  Returning counselors advise bringing more money than you think you need, as you’ll 
need it for days off and for traveling after camp.  Staff have access to locked boxes for storing valuables.   
Paychecks will be deposited into a local bank account and you will be able to withdraw money by 
using an ATM debit card. 

Phones:  There is a staff phone in the main office that can be used for calls within the United States. Staff can 
use cell phones during time off and in designated areas. Staff are not allowed to carry their cell phones 
with them when they are working and cannot store their cell phones in cabins if they are living with 
campers. Cell phone lockers are provided. 

Time Off:  Support staff receive one day off each week. Counselor staff receive five days off during the camp 

season. Days off begin after the evening meal and end approximately 30 hours later at 1:00 AM.  The 
main office has car rental information and a file of day off ideas. Staff are off in the evening following 
the completion of their daily assignments (around 9:30PM for counselors and varying for support staff). 
Staff transportation is provided four evenings a week. On Monday nights all staff remain in camp and 
training sessions are held. In addition, counselors have a night-time assignment once every four days to 
supervise campers at bed-time. 




